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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re patent application of 
Manfred Gensler 



Group art: 3612 



Serial No. 10/034,512 
Confirmation No.: 1239 



I hereby certify that this correspondence and/or fee is 
being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, 



Filed: December 28, 2001 




For: FLOOR COVERING FOR 
A POWERED VEHICLE 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, 



applicants and their attorney respectfully request that the following patents and patent 
publications, copies of which are enclosed herewith, be made of record in the official 
United States Patent and Trademark Office file relating to the present application. 



U.S. Patent Nos. 

5,666,691* 

Foreign Patent Publications 

German Gebrauchsmuster DE 82 24 007* 
German Offenlegungsschrift DE 196 17 408* 



German Offenlegungsschrift DE 198 05 949* 
German Offenlegungsschrift DE 198 23 230* 
German Offenlegungsschrift DE 199 55 118 



German Gebrauchsmusterschrift DE 200 01 405* 



Great Britain Patent Appln. No. 2 215 600* 
International Publication Appln. No. WO 97 06029* 



Sir: 





l 



Five of the above-listed references, i.e., German Offenlegungsschrift DE 
196 17 408, German Offenlegungsschrift DE 198 05 949, German Offenlegungsschrift 
DE 198 23 230, Great Britain Patent Appln. No. 2 215 600, and International Publication 
Appln. No. WO 97/06029 are discussed in the specification of the present application. 
In the foregoing circumstances, no further comments are deemed necessary in 
connection with these five references. 

Furthermore, the eight above-listed patents and patent publications that 
are designated with an asterisk ("*") were cited in a European Search Report issued in 
connection with applicants' corresponding European application (i.e., EP 01 13 0952). 
With reference to the attached copy of the European Search Report, it provides an 
indication as to the relevance of the references listed therein. More particularly, the 
European Search Report assigns a category "A" designation (i.e., a document defining 
the general state of the art) to German Gebrauchsmuster DE 82 24 007, German 
Offenlegungsschrift DE 196 17 408, German Offenlegungsschrift DE 198 05 949, 
German Offenlegungsschrift DE 198 23 230 and Great Britain Patent Appln. No. 2 215 
600. In addition, a category "X" designation (i.e., a document of particular relevance 
taken alone) has been assigned to German Gebrauchsmusterschrift DE 200 01 405, US 
Patent No. 5,666,691 and International Publication Appln. No. WO 97 06029. In the 
foregoing circumstances, no further comments are deemed necessary in connection 
with these references. 
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Since German Offenlegungsschrift DE 199 55 118 is in a non-English 
document and was not cited in the European search report, nor discussed in the 
specification of the present application, applicants' attorney provides the following 
translation of the abstract of this reference: 

The invention is directed to an arrangement for attaching a 
supplemental mat in an automobile having a base segment and at least 
two pins which are attachable to the floor covering of the vehicle. The 
pins are so arranged in the plate formed supplemental mat so that they 
are directed diagonally towards the surface of the floor covering facing the 
supplemental mat and that the attaching arrangement is provided to the 
surface of the floor covering facing the upper surface of the supplemental. 

In view of the foregoing comments relating to German Offenlegungsschrift 
DE 199 55 118, no further comments concerning this reference are deemed necessary. 

In order to facilitate the Examiner's citation of the patents and patent 
publications listed above, applicants' attorney has completed United States Patent and 
Trademark Office Form PTO-1449. The completed Form is attached hereto for the 
Examiner's convenience. 

Applicants' attorney is not presently in possession of English-language 
translations of any of the foreign language references listed above. However, upon the 
Examiner's request, applicants' attorney will submit English-language translations of 
any of these foreign language documents. 
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Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted prior to the 
mailing of a first Office Action on the merits for the present application, no fees are 
believed to be due (pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97). However, if any such fees are due, 
the Examiner is hereby authorized to charge them to Deposit Account No. 19-1218. 



Respectfully Submitted, 
SELITTO, BEHR & KHM 





By:^ Omri M. Behr 
Reg. No. 22,940 



SELITTO, BEHR & KIM 
203 Main Street 
Metuchen, New Jersey 08840 
(732)744-1001 
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